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Honorable Tam Doduc.Chair
and~embers of the Board

State Water I{esourcesControl Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, ('}\ 9581. 4

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

A1'TENT.ION: 

Ms. Song }[er, Clerk of the Board --L67261 C pIng mg.
CA Ocean Plan Amend..Deadline: 

/27/07 NoonDear Chair Doduc and Members of thcBoard

RE: California Ocean Plan Amel1dments

lne Santa Ana Watershed Proj~c.t.Aut~Qri~Y (SAWPA)..isplea~ed to provide cQ~$ents on the
proposed aluendments to tile Ca.l.lfOffi.la Ocean Plan (COP). Our comments foc..s on Issue
10, De~'a.lination Facilitie'scandBrine Disposal, indicating our support for Alternative 1.

SAWP A owns, operates and maintains much of a 93..miie pipeline in the i Santa Ana
Watershed refeffed to as the Santa An;f1;Regional Interceptor (SARI).. The SARI ~ystem was
first envisioned in the early 1'.970"s as a way to remove salt from the watershed #d to co..llect
and transp~rt. ~~n-reclaimable ind.ustrial brine t~at could 1:ot be effectively tre~tcd at local
treatment fac1.lrtles. ~he SARi hne stretches from the Crty of San Bernardinp extending
through the Prado Basm and then connects downstream to Orange County Smlita~ion District
(OCSD) treatment facilities located in Huntington Beach. An additim1al leg <if the SARI
Sy~tem was constructed approximatel~five years ~~o up:h~ Te~es~al C,an¥on al~owing~igh
salme waters to be transported ou10fr,asternMunl.c.lpal Water llistnct, SARI fl()wsarep.lped
under Prado Dmu through OrangeCo~ntyto merge with wastewater attl1.eOCSb!PlantNo. 2
for secondary treatment and then ultimately discharged to the ocean. '

Since its construction, the SARI System plays a ,[ital role in tile overall salt ma*agement of
the watershed, Multiple desalination facilities have been constructed throughout ~ewatershed
which desalt brackish groundwate!and utilize the SARl line for b.rin~ dis~osal.. These
desalination facilities al'e operated byseverarSA WP A member agenCiessuch~.'1S: Western
~un~cipaJ ,~?ter District (WMWD), Eastern Mu!licipal Wat~r Distri~t (EM, D)~ Inland
}cjmplre VtLltnes Agency (lEVA), as well as theIr sub-agencies, I{eglon 8 l~WQCB has
recogQized faciJitiesand brine line as stated in fhapter 7 of
their Basin PJan, ':SAWPAplaysa cruc.ial role in the watershed in the imp.\emen~t.ion of the
Basin Plan through construction of physicaJ facilities which are key parts of the Basin Plan's
strategy to address salt ptoblemsin the upper SaQta Ana Basin;"
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Since over 70% of the "rater sqpply wirhintheSanta Ana Watershed comes fJ:om ~rol.11dwater
basins often impacted from salt. depositiop...irom past agricultural practices at:1d otller sources,
SAWPA anticipates that the amount of brine generated will significaI1t.fy increase as more
desalination plaI1ts are constructed.. Over the next 20 years, plans are undcrwa~v to add an
additiona1.20 MGD of desalination in WMWD, 8 MGDin EMWD, 20 MGD in1.-UA, and 12
MGD in the San Bernardino Valley, Each desafter will depend on tile use of the ARiline to

' b . d' I dmeet rts rme ~.lsPQSa nee s,

Additionally, as the more and more emphasis is placcd on altcrnative Water supplies to meet
water demands, the use o.i~recycled water will be key to future regional water needs. .In order
to utilize recycled water and meet wastewater Inanagement requirements defined in the
RWQCB Basin Plan, recycled water must meet basin plan objectives and discharge pernlit
requirements. Desalination and the transport of brine out of the watershed helps remove iDS
and nitrate from source water which in turn allows recy-cled water to be applied witllout

impairing groundwater quality. The RWQCB Basin Plan has stated in Chapter 5 IV.B that
"discharges of brines and other mineralized wastewaters to the SAI{[ and the Chino Basin
N RI ' blI ' d ".,on~ "ec alma e ---me are encourage.

In review of Alternatives 2 and 30f proposed arnendments to the California Ocean Plan
Amendment Issue .} 0, De,~qlinationfacil.it..ies and Brine Disposal, concern is raised that these
policies could hinder or obstruct tl.1c development and implementation of important water
recycl.ng and desalination programs in our watershed, which are critical to creating and
maintaining a sustainable water supply. The continued success of these programs is even
more critical in light of the current and future draughts, pressures on tl.1e ColQrado River

supply~and anticipatedadditiDnal shut downs of the California Water Project now and in the
commg years.

While it is acknowledged that the SWRCB must protect the quality of the State's waters and
beneficial uses of those waters, SA WPA believes that theCalif'orniaOcean Plan, ~s currently
\'\!Titten, has sufficient provisions to provide for that protection in the case of brine disposal to
the oce,m... This has been demonstrated by the proactive implementation by OCSD toexpa11.d
their wastewater treaunentstandards for ocean outfall from primary to secondary treatment
levet.sand meet all Region 8 RWQCB ocean discharge permit requirements that are protective
of the marine environment.

In sumr:nary, SAWPA appreciatest11e opportunity to provide comments andstrong~y urges the
SWItCH to select Alternative 1.: No Action on Issue 10 -Desalination Fa<til.ities and
Brine Disposal. Alternative I will allo\\-' sate disposal of brine without impeding the

" f~ h 1,. ' dh ' 1,. ' h d k ' Sigru lcant progress 1.191 our memver agencies an t ...elr suv~age~f;Iesave ma.e WQ.r, lUg
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closely with the Region 8 RWQCB in seeking to achieve salt mal1agement and protecting
water quality for water supply ,md ecosystem needs in the Santa Ana Watershed.

Thank 

you for your consideration

Sincerely,

'li>roject AuthoritySanta Ana

C ester Cantu
General Manager
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